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„Ik we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do 
not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he Bin the light, we have fellowship one 
the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from , 


an 
1 Jon i, 6, 7. 


THE above quotation was given by an 
inspired Apostle of Jesus Christ, un- 
der the influence of the Holy Ghost, 
and with a ect knowledge of the 
principle of revelation as taught by 
our Lord and Master himself, without 
which it is impossible to know God 
and Jesus Christ whom He hath sent. 
And while endeavoring to write upon 
a principle of great importance to all 
who may read this article; I desire 
the revelations of the Holy Spirit for 
myself, for no person can write or 
speak intelli upon the princi- 
ples of salvation: without the assist- 
ance of the 7 65 the Lord, For 
the things of knowetb no man, 
but the Spirit of God;’ and I desire, 
with the assistance of the Lord, to 
— the way by which all who would 
L esus an 
no longer in darkness. 


all sin.“ — 


The third and fourth Articles of 
Faith of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints read as follows: 
„We believe that, through the atone- 
ment of Christ, all mankind may be 
saved by obedience to the laws and 
ordinances of the Gospel. We be- 


lieve that these ordinances are—lst, 


Faith in the Lord J — Christ; 2nd, 
Repentance; 3rd, Baptism by im- 
mersion for the remission of sins,” 
Now thousands who to-day profess 
Christianity will agree with us on the 
necessity of faith and repentance, but 
will most emphatically deny the ne- 
cessity of baptism, either 7 ing, 
sprinkling or immersion. While many 
will admit of baptism (in a form to 
suit themselves) as necessary to ini- 


tiate them as members in some of 
‘the many churches extant on the 


earth; yet none will accept that ordi- 
nance for the remission of sins at the 
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bands of a servant of God, autho- 
rized to administer in the name of the 
Lord, except a few who believe in and 
acknowledge the divine mission of 
Joseph Smith. But to all those who 
differ upon the subject of baptism, 
we would say, come, let us reason 
together, and fairly state, and honestly 
test all quotations that may be 
brought to bear upon this issue, and 
— or the enlightenment of all who 


In the first place, we must have 
some authority to which we may ap- 
peal. Now the Christian portion of 
mankind look upon the Bible as an 
infallible guide; and the Latter-day 
Saints also believe the Bible to be 
the word of God, so far as it is tran- 
sluted correctly. Consequently we 
have in ita pretty generally accepted 
guide; and those who do not believe 
the Bible to be the word of God, have 
no business to raise avy objections to 
its teachings. 

First, then, what is the action called 
baptism in the New Testament? Se- 
cond, who should be baptized? and 
last, but by no means least, what is 
the object of baptism? 

I think if we can learn from the 
Scriptures what baptism is for, it will 
help us out, and remove some diffi- 
culties that may appear in regard to 
the two first questions. Now, the 
Church of England and other churches 
hold that sprinkling is baptism. Other 
churches hold that pouring is bap- 
tism. Consequently there is not one 
faith nor one baptism in the Christian 
churches. But I hold that neither 

uring nor sprinkling is baptism, as 

efined in the New Testament. n 
the action that was enjoined by the 
risen Redeemer and pructiced by the 
inspired Apostles, be definitely dis- 
covered or understood? If not, then 
the Lord has commanded somethin 
that cannot be attended to, because o 
the vagueness of the language em- 
ployed. I am satisfied, however, from 
reading the Holy Scriptures, that the 
Lord does not use words to conceal 
His meaning, as many who profess to 
follow Him do. He used language 
the meaning of which His disciples 
well understood. And when He said 
to them, “ Go ye therefore and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the 


name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the — Ghost” (Matt. xxviii, 
19). They understood baptism to be 
a burial in water and a — forth 
out of the water. But many who now 
assume to be teachers and followers 
of the meek and humble Jesus to-day, 
would us believe that bap- 
tism may be performed in a different 
manner. Now, should a controversy 
arise over the meaning of any word 
used in conversation, how would it 
be proper to settle the difficulty? A 
fair minded person would say go to 
the dictionary, and there get the 
judgment of the best writers of lan- 
guages, and then abide their decision. 

nd this is the only way in which 
the meaning of the Greek word Ba 
tizo or Bapto can be satisfactorily 
arrived at. 

By referring to such classical writers 
as Polybius, Strabo and Dion Cassius, 
who lived prior to or at the time of 
the Savior: and such men as Grov 
Taylor, Robertson, Greenfield an 
many others whose unanimous ver- 
dict is that Baptizo, the original 
word, means to dip, to plunge, or im- 
merse. Not one of them gives pour- 
ing or sprinkling as even a possible 
meaning to the word baptize. 

We will now refer to the New Testa- 
ment usage of the word. Let me 
point out the kind of a place selected 
by the great forerunner of Christ, 
John the Baptist, in which to baptize 
believers in his time. By referring 
to St. John’s Gospel, we learn that 
John baptized in Æuon near to Salim. 
Why? “Because there was much 
water there” (John iii, 23). Just the 
kind of place any sane man would 
select to immerse believers; but a 
very unnecessary selection if pouring 
or sprinkling was the action per- 
formed. For a gallon of water would 
sprinkle a whole congregation in the 
modern style of baptizing. 

In Matthew iii, 5, 6, we read: “Then 
went out to him Jerusalem, and all 
Judea, and all the region round about 
Jordan, and were baptized of him in 
Jordan, confessing their sins.” Let 
us look at this quotation a few mo- 
ments and see how “poured” or 
“sprinkled” would answer if substitu- 

for“ baptized.” We would then 
read, “they were poured of him in 
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Jordan”: or, “ they were sprinkled of 
him in Jordan”: an action that would 
indeed be absurd, and which did not 
take place. Now substitute dip, 
plunge, or immerse for “ baptized, 
which several classic writers tell us 
is the meaning of the word baptize. 
We would then read, “they were 
dipped by him in Jordan: or im- 
mersed by him in Jordan.” The lat- 
ter would be consistent with all the 
surroundings, and in harmony with 
the teachings of Scripture yet to be 
considered, while the former would 
be absurd. Matthew also says in the 
same chapter, 16th verse, “ And Jesus 
when he was tized, went u 
straightway out of the water,” whic 
of course would be necessary in case 
He was immer A; but who can ima- 
gine an intelligent person like Jesus 
going down into the river Jordan to 

ave water either poured or sprinkled 
on Him? Yet such is the teachings 
of many who call themselves ministers 
of Christ. 

In Acts viii, 38, 39, is another very 
strong testimony in favor of immer- 
sion. We read of Philip baptizing 
the Ethiopian eunuch, where it is 
said: “And he commanded the chariot 
to stand still: and they went down 
both into the water, both Philip and 
the eunuch; and he baptized him. 
Aud when they were come up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
caught away Philip, that the eunuch 
saw him no more, and he went on his 
way rejoicing.” What language can 
be plainer than this? It would be 
difficult indeed to put language to 
ther more comprehensive than the 
inspired writer has done in describing 
the baptism of the eunuch. For he 
says, They went down both into the 
water, both Philip and the eunuch, 
and when he had baptized him, they 
came up out of the water.” The evi- 
dence goes to show that Philip im- 
mersed the eunuch in the water. 

We now turn to Romans vi, 3, 4, 5, 
and see if we will find anything like 
pouring or sprinkling there. Know 
ye not, says Paul, that so many of 
us as were baptized into Jesus Christ 
were baptized into his death? There- 
fore we are buried with him by bap- 
tism into death: that like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the 


glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life. For 
if we have been planted together in 
the likeness of his death, we shall be 
also in the likeness of his resurrec- 
tion.“ Also Colossians 2nd chapter 
and 12th verse. Buried with him, 
[Christ,] in baptism, wherein also ye 
are risen with him through the faith 
of the operation of God, who hath 
raised him from the dead.” There is 
not much encouragement in these 

uotations fer those who advocate 
the ceremony of pouring or sprink- 
ling. Can any person discover any 
resemblance between pouring water 
on the head, or sprinkling a few 
drops in the face and a burial? Where 
is the likeness of Christ’s death in 
either? There is none whatever. The 
Saints were reminded by God’s ser- 
vant that they had been buried“ 
with Christ by baptism, and “planted” 
in the likeness of his death. If one 
of the advocates of pouring or sprink- 
link should lose by death a member 
of his family or dear friend, would 
he consider the body buried if it were 
taken to the cemetery and a handful 
of dirt sprinkled over it? Certainly 
not. A person calling that a burial 
would be considered insane; and if 
that was all the burial he would give 
his dead, he would very likely be 
taken up for committing a nuisance, 
and assure as God lives, those who 
teach or practice any other baptism 
than that which Christ and his apos- 
tles taught and administered to be- 
lievers in their time will come under 
the condemnation of the Apostle 
Paul: where he says, But though 
we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other Gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached unto you, let 
him be accursed.”—Galatians Ist chap- 
ter, 8th verse. This is a solemn warn- 
ing, and it is strange that men who 
profess godliness will not cease to 
pervert the Gospel of Christ. All 
such will find themsleves with those 
seeking admission into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, but will receive from Him 
whom they have professed but have 
not known the following denial: — 
“Depart from me ye workers of 
iniquity, I never knew you.” 

I will now quote from a revelation 
given through Joseph Smith, the Pro- 
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het, in April, 1830, Doctrine and 
venants, section 20, verses 72, 73, 
and 74. It reads as follows:—“ Bap- 
tism is to be administered in the 
following manner unto all those who 
repent: The person who is called-of 
God, and has authority from Jesus 
Christ to baptize shall go down into 
the water with the person who has 
presented him or herself for baptism, 
and shall say, calling him or her by 
name—Having been commissioned of 
Jesus Christ, I baptize you in the 
nameof the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost, Amen. Then 
shall he immerse him or her in the 
water, and come forth again out of 
the water.” Inthe same revelation 
36th verse, we read The Lord God 


has spoken it; and honor, power, and 
lory, be rendered to His oly name, 
both now and ever, Amen.” I think 


the foregoing on the manner of bap- 
tism ciently plain that a person 
who runs may read, and a wayfaring 
man, though a fool, need not err 
therein. 

We will now consider who should 
be baptized. For it is evident that 
modern divines are not only in error 
as to the mode of baptism, but many 
of them have mistaken the proper 
subjects to receive that holy ordi- 
nance. In the first place we will 
carefully examine and note the terms 
of that great commission given by 
our Savior and Redeemer to His ser- 
vants the Apostles, as recorded in the 
28th chapter of Matthew, 18th, 19th, 
and 20th verses:—‘‘ And Jesus came 
and spake unto them, saying: All 
power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth: Go ye, therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you, and lo, I am 
with you always, even unto the end 
of the world.” Again, in the 16th 
chapter of Mark and the 15th verse: 
“And He said unto them, go ye into 
all the world and preach the Gospel 
to every creature; he that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved, but he 
that believeth not shall be damned.” 
These certainly are divine commands, 
and very easy to comprehend. The 
first injunction laid upon the Apostles 
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was, go and make disciples of all na- 
tions by preaching to them the Gos-. 
baptizing in the name of th 
ather, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit all that became believers 
through their preachi 
all those who i 
been baptized to observe all things 
that the Lord through them had com-. 
manded; with a promise that he 
would be with them even to the end. 
We will now turn to the Acts of the 
Apostles, and there learn from their 
testimony how they carried out those 
divine commands of the risen Re- 
deemer. Inthe 2nd chapter of Acts 
and the 41st verse we that “ they 
that gladly received the Word were 
baptized, and the same day there were 
added unto them about three thousand 
souls.” Now we perceive that those 
baptized were those that re- 
ceived the Word as preached by Peter. 
In the 8th chapter and 12th verse it 
is written, But when they believed 
Philip preaching the things concern- 
ing the Kingdom of God, and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were bap- 
tized, both men and women.” They 
believed Philip’s preaching and were 
baptized, both men and women. In- 
fants are neither men nor women, 
neither are they capable of believing, 
consequently they are excluded in 
these quotations as improper subjects 
for baptism. 

In the same chapter we read of the 
baptism of the eunuch. In the 36th 
verse we are informed that the eunuch 
said “See, here is water, what doth 
hinder me to be baptized”? Now, 
mark the condition upon which Philip 

ranted him the privilege. “If thou 

lievest with all thine heart, thou 
mayest; and he answered said 
I believe that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God.” Could such a question 
be put to an infant that a minister of 
the Church of England would assume 
to baptize? Reason and Truth an- 
swer—No. 

The next account we have of the 
administration of baptism is in the 
9th chapter of Acts and the 18th 
verse. The subject was Saul, who 
afterwards was called Paul. And 
immediately there fell from his eyes 
as it had been scales and he received 
sight forthwith, and arose and was 
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baptized;” and afterwards associated 
with the disciples and preached Christ 
and Him crucified to the astonish- 
ment of all who heard him. We 
will turn to the 10th chapter of Acts, 
where we find recorded the baptism 
of Cornelius and all his household. 
In the 33rd verse we read — Now, 
therefore, are we all here present be- 
fore God, to hear all things that are 
commanded thee of God.” Let 
bear in mind here that all of Corne- 
lius’ household were capable of hear- 
ing what the Apostles had to say unto 
them by way of commandment from 
the Lord, and had assembled there 
for that pur and, “while Peter 

et spake these words, the Holy 

host fell on all of them, and they 
of the circumcision which believed 
were astonished, as many as came 
with Peter, because that upon the Gen- 
tiles also was poured out the gift of 
the Holy Ghost, for they heard them 
speak with 2 and magnify God. 

hen answered Peter, can any man 
forbid water that these should not be 
baptized who have received the Holy 
Ghost as well as we? And he com- 
manded them to be baptized in the 
name of the Lord. 

Thus were the first Gentile converts 
allowed to receive the initiatory ordi- 
nances of the Gospel of Christ; and 
they were not babies either, for all 
were capable of hearing for them- 
in tongues, and thereby maguifying 
God. As the baptism of r- 
is so often quoted by the advocates of 
infant baptism, we will continue to 
trace them up in order to find out the 
proper subjects for baptism. We no- 

tice the baptism of Lydia and her 
household, and see if we can find any 
but believers. In the 16th chapter of 
Acts, 14th and 15th verses, we read— 
“And a certain woman name 1 — 
a seller of purple of the city of Thy- 
atira, which worshipped God heard 

us: whose heart the Lord opened 
that she attended to the things spoken 
of by Paul, and when she was ba 
tized and her household, she besought 
us, saying—If ye have judged me to 
be faithful to the Lord come into my 
house and abide there.” And in the 
40th verse it is said:“ They (Puul 
and Silas) went out of the prison and 


us jailor. An 


entered into the house of — and 
when they had seen the brethren they 
comforted them and departed.” Not 
a word to prove that Lydia was ever 
married, not a child mentioned, but 
the household were brethren capable 
of being comforted, perhaps servants 
employed by her in selling purple. 
Another household is mentioned in 
the same chapter, that of the Philipian 
when Paul and Silas 
were asked what was to be done in or- 
der to secure salvation, they said to 
the jailor, “believe on the Lord Jesus 
be and — saved 
ouse, an ey spake unto him 
the Word, and to all that were in his 
house, and he took them the same 
hour of the night and washed their 
stripes and was baptized, he and all 
his, straightway; and when he had 
brought them into his house he set 
meat before them and rejoiced, be- 
lieving in God with all his house — 
verses 31—34. From this we learn 
that those who composed the jailor’s 
household had the Word of the Lord 
spoken to them by his servants, and 
it was spoken to all in the house, and 
they all with him rejoiced, conse- 
quently there could not have been any 
infants there, for they could neither 
have believed nor rejoiced at so great 
a salvation that had come to that 
household. We will now turn to the 
18th chapter of Acts and 8th verse. 
“ And Crispus, the chief ruler of the 
synagogue, believed on the Lord with 
all his house, and many of the Co- 
rinthians hearing, believed, and were 
baptized.” Even the Corinthians fol- 
lowed the same divine order. They 
believed and were baptized.; none 
but believers are to be found in these 
quotations. 
Jesus, when on earth ministering 
among the sons of men, pointing out 
unmistakeably the way to everlasting 
life, took little children Ar his 
arms and blessed (not sprinkled) them, 
and said they should suffer them to 
come unto him, for of such was the 
kingdom of heaven, Here is the ex- 
ample believed in and carried out b 
the Saints of God in this as in all 
former of the world, for as in 
Adam all had died, even so in Christ 
were all made allve. Aud through 


‘the atonement of Obrist all children 


— — 
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are saved without baptism who die 
before they come to years of accounta- 
bility -i. e., are capable of discerning 
between right and wrong for them- 
selves. 

I will refer to one more instance 
found in the Acts of the Apostles, 
19th chapter, from the 2nd to the 7th 
verse: “ And they said unto him, we 
have not so much as heard whether 
there be any Holy Ghost, and he said 
unto them, unto what then were ye 
baptized? And they said unto John’s 
baptism. Then said Paul--John, 
verily, baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, on hp] unto the people 
that they should believe in him that 
should come after him, that is, Christ 
Jesus. When they heard this, they 
were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and all the men were 
about twelve.” Comment here is un- 
necessary, further than to say that 
the quotation presents a very forcible 
answer te all who og baptism as 
of no importance, and look upon it 
merely as an outward form. 

These people had been baptized 
unto John’s baptism, but on hearing 
the Gospel of Christ preached by 
Paul, they were then baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, preparatory 
to receiving the Holy Ghost. Reader, 
is it not strange in the sight of this 
unanimous testimony of the written 
word of God, that men professing to 
regard it as a sufficient guide will dare 
perform in the name of the Lord,— 
yes, in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit— 
a rite that is not only without sanc- 
tion, bnt one displacing the divine 
appointment (so far as they are con- 
cerned) of Christ and his Apostles ? 
Surely we can leave the babies to our 
Lord and Master, he having declared 
that of such was the Kingdom of 
Heaven. All that is required of us 
is to love and cherish them, and bring 
them up in the fear and the admoni- 
tion of the Lord. 

We will now quote from a revelation 
given through Joseph Smith, the Pro- 
— in April, 1830, which harmonizes 

autifully with all the former refer- 
ences in this article. And again, b 
way of commandment to the Chure 
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concerniug the manner of baptism. 
All those who humble themselves be- 
fore God and desire to be baptized, 
and come förth with broken hearts 
and contrite spirits, and witness be- 
fore the Church that they have truly 
repented of all their sins, and are 
willing to take upon them the name 
of Jesus Christ, having a determina- 
tion to serve him to the end, and 
truly manifest by their works that 
they have received of the Spirit of 
Christ unto the remission of their 
sins shall be received by baptism into 
his Church.” | 

I will also refer to the opinion and 
testimony of some eminent writers 
who were not Apostles, nor yet com- 
missioned of God to preach the Gos- 
pel. Curcellaeus writes—‘‘ The bap- 
tism of infants in the two first cen- 
turies after Christ was altogether 
unknown.” The custom of 288 
infants did not begin before the thir 
century after Christ was born. In 
the former centuries no trace of it ap- 
pears, and it was introduced without 
the command of Christ- 

Dr. Neander, the great German 
scholar,” says:—“It is certain that 
Christ did not ordain infant baptism ;” 
and he also says “It cannot be proved 
that his Apostles did.” 

Martin Luther also says:“ It can- 
not be proved by the sacred scriptures 
that infant baptism was instituted 
by Christ, or begun by the first 
Christians after the Apostles.” 

Bishop J 22 Taylor says: “From 
the action of Christ blessing infants, 
to infer they are to be baptized, proves 
nothing so much as that there is a 
want of better argument. Christ 
blessed infants and so dismissed them, 
but baptized not; therefore, infants 
are not to be baptized.” 

Such were the conclusions of men 
who have not claimed to have recei- 
ved revelation from God; but the 
force of argument was with them so 
strong that they have published to 
the world their disapproval of the 
baptism of any but believers. 

nd Calvin says:—“ No one is 
found to have been admitted to bap- 
tism without a previous profession of 
faith and repentance.” | 


If you would not be forgotten as soon as 
ipg or do things worth writing. 


you are dead, either write things worth read- 
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THE CONDITION OF DEPARTED SPIRITS. 
BY JAMES J. CHANDLER. 


Apropos of the subject treated on 
under the heading, The Andover 
Creed,” published in the Deseret News, 
and copied in No. 47 of the last vol- 
ume of the Star, I send the following, 
taken from a report of a discourse 
delivered by the Rev. G. S. Barrett, 
of the Congregational Church, Nor- 
wich, on Sunday, October 31, 1886: 
“During the last 100 years, 1,000 
millions of heathens had into 
the eternal world without Christ, and 
into the darkness of death, irradiated 
by no gleam of hope. If he did not 
believe that every man who had not 
heard of Christ here would have the 
resentation of the Gospel there; if 
e did not believe that this 1,000 
millions of souls would never be con- 
demned for not believing in a Savior 
of whom they never heard, but would 
have the chance of listening to the 
voice of mercy and accepting or re- 
jecting this great salvation,—if he did 
not believe all that, he should be 
overwhelmed and confounded by this 
vast procession passing to the grave.” 
We cannot refrain from giving such 
teachers much eredit for liberality of 
sentiment; but when we admit such a 
view of the condition of the departed, 
what becomes of the orthodox Pro- 
testant idea of one heaven and one 
hell! When the writer was present- 
ing the doctrines of the Latter-day 
Saints on the subject to an 2 
congregation not long since, he was 
ridiculed for bringing up the Romish 
octrine of purgatory. How many 
ple we meet who protest that their 
ying relatives have gone straight to 
heaven, while the Salvationists shout 
from time to time that those who re- 
ject the offers of mercy through “the 
lood of Jesus,” go direct to a burning 
hell when they leave this world! 
humane and consistent with 
the belief in a merciful God is the 
idea that those poor heathens will 
never be condemned for not believin 
in a Savior of whom they never hea 
etc; but still the question arises, where 
shall these benighted souls have the 


presentation of the Gospel? Is it to be 
preached to them in hell? For, if there 
are only the two places, and departed 
spirits go to one or the other, they 
must be in hell. We cannot sup 
that spirits will be accepted into 
heaven, the mansions of bliss, without 
faith in Christ; or that once there, 
they would need preaching to. It 
would seem like rather an unpleasant 
mission for a glorified, heavenly being 
to go to the realms of darkness, the 
habitation of the damned, the bottom- 
less pit, the awful place where fire and 
brimstone are continually torturing 
the inhabitants; and devils delight in 
adding to these tortures all that their 
fiendish ingenuity can devise; to 
preach the mercy of God through faith 
in the atoning blood of Christ, and 
yet if said orthodox doctrines be true, 
and Mr. Barrett’s idea is also correct, 
what alternative have we? 

How much better to admit the ex- 
istence of a spirit world, a prison 
where Spirits await the offer of mer- 
cy, and the day of deliverance as well 
as the day of judgment! Truly the 
doctrines revealed from Heaven to 
the ae Saints are gradually 
being ado by thinking men, but 
why will they not cast away the man- 
made creeds and dogmas in their en- 
tirety, and accept in their stead the 
revelations of God? But no; as the 
apostate churches in the past rejected 
the greater doctrines taught by Christ 
and his Apostles while professing to 
be His followers, so their descendants 
reject the authorized servants of God 
who come to them with a message of 
salvation, and yet are gradually adopt- 
ing the tenets revealed through the 
great modern Prophet, Joseph Smith. 

ow blessed are the Latter-day Saints 
who can read and accept the word of 
the Lord on the matter, and to their 
consideration we commend the beau- 
tiful explanations of this doctrine 
in the Book of Mormon, II Nephi ix, 
and Alma xl, as well as other reve- 
lations. 


Why is one who falsifies like a person deeply in debt? He has gregt li- abilities. 


| 
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MONDAY, J ANUARY 3, 1887. 


A NEW YEARS’ DAY. 


By the time this number of the MIENNXIAL Stk shall have reached the 
hands of our readers another New Year’s Day will have passed away, and we 
shall be fairly started upon the year of 1887. We hope our friends have 
spent the holidays peacefully, joyously and happily. These holidays of 
Christmas, in rememberance of the birth of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the 
world, and of the inauguration of a new born year, are always looked forward 
to with much pleasure, by both old and young. They are days that are con- 
secrated to the gathering together of families and friends who, in many 
instances, only have the privilege of meeting once a year; in consequence of 
being seperated by distance and business responsibilities. 

It seems to have been the custom for ages to consecrate these days of 
Christmas and New Year’s Day for this laudable purpose. They are days 
of supreme happiness, days never to be forgotten; they live in the memory 
for ever. The glorious anthem sang by a multitude of the heavenly host, 
when the angel of the Lord declared the glad tidings, the birth of the Mes- 
siah; “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men,” has never been forgotten; but is sung in joyful strains, both in public 
and in family gatherings, on such holiday occasions; and those who have 
loved righteousness, and have preferred the better part,” have been encotr- 
aged and strengthened in their integrity and love of the eternal principles of 
righteousness as taught by the beloved representative of the Father, Jesus 
Christ, the righteous. 

These family gatherings that have been looked forward to with so much 
joy by the Saints of God in Utah, have, in some instances, been destroyed by 
the ruthless hand of tyranny and oppression. Heartless men, to whose 
‘bosoms both justice and mercy is a stranger, taking advantage of popular 
prejudice, born of hate and fostered by misrepresentation—against a God- 
fearing, liberty-loving people, have, under unconstitutional laws, ruthlessly 
invaded the sacred precincts of the home, and have torn assunder husbands 
and wives, parents and children, that were united together in pure affection; 
and who desired the companionship of each other, not only for time, but for 
eternity. In these sacred homes the songs of thanksgiving and praise were 
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heard. Gathered around these family altars prayer and expressions of grati- 
tude ‘ascended up Hike sweet incense to the author of their being, for the 

restoration of His Holy Gospel. Peace and happiness were in their midst. 

And notwithstanding the efforts of their oppressors, these holidays are still 
looked forward to with exceeding’ great joy by the Saints. Arrangements 

are made for the blessing of the aged and the young; the needy are had in 
remembrance, and teams ladened with the good things of the earth, take com- 
forta to the homes of the needy that will last them for many a day. 


The ignorant prejudice and misrepresentation of the outside world has not 
80 very materially affected the Saints. The efforts of anti-Christ, represented 
by false teachers, together with designing demagogues, have not destroyed the 

peace and happiness of Zion and her children neither has it brought them 

under the awful bondage and degradation of sin. The Saints are a loyal 

people, loyal to the constitution, and to the anthem “ Peace on earth and 
goodwill toward men.“ They are a law abiding people, for they fear God, 
and desire to please Him. They have repented of their sing, and have 
reformed; they have gathered at the commandment of God, and are trying 

to adopt the principles of the Father, taught by the Beloved Son, as necessary 
for salvation in the kingdom of heaven. There was no law in existence under 

which the so-called Christians could justify an attack upon them, until laws 
were passed expressly for the purpose of destroying their religion, breaking 
in upon their peace and happiness and disrupting their homes. 

An effort is being made to compel the Saints to abandon’ the light and 
intelligence which they have received from; the Father; and make them 
accept the principles of the world, and bring them under the degrading influ- 

endes of sin, from which they fled, hoping to find a spot on earth where right- 
eousness could be established, vartue protected, bastardy: be unknown, pros- 
titation amd wheredom prohibited, and all women, lovely in their purity, 
would be, protected in their right to motherhoad in the holy bonds of wed- 
lock, under the New and. Everlasting Covenant which God haa restored to 
man. Where men would love their wives and be true to them, women dove 
their husbands and be true to them, childron love their parents, and parents 
their children and where peace would dwell in their habitations. 

For these principles the children of Zion are.despised, and the peace of the 
Saints marred... Tyranny and oppression reigus. The blasting effects of that 
velio of the dark ages, religious persecution in the name of law, by which 
peaeeable citi ain are torn from their homes and imprisoned; their families 
robbed in fines and the costs of court into which they are forced. The hard 
earned means of industry which should go for ſood, raiment and education 
of their children, is confiscated in fines and coats at the hideous shrine of hate 
and bigotry; i which is submitted to in a wonderful praiseworthy spirit of 
meekness and loyalty, surprising in this liberty loving age. Wives and child- 
ren miss the loving presence df husband and Hearts united to 
hearts in the tenderest affection are seperated by impious men, in Whose 
breasts affection must be a stranger when, they can look upon the, desolation 

and suffering they have inaugurated without the slightest feeling: of remorse. 
oh,“ say they, let them become as we are.” God forbid! 


| 
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The conduct of the United States Government towards Utah is a reproach 
to the civilization of the age. Yet the philanthropic voice is hushed, few are 
the patriotic voices heard in defense of religious liberty, or of an oppressed 
and misrepresented people. So great is the power of prejudice that we could 
imagine ourselves back in the dismal days of the justly called “dark ges, 
when religious liberty was unknown. But in God we trust to vindicate our 
cause, who said, by the mouth of His Son, “ Whosoever shall offend one of 
these little ones that believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone were 
hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea,” and we hope that by the 
next holidays, when we shall celebrate the natal day of Jesus Curist and 
sing: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men,” the people of Utah may be enabled to do 80 with no cloud above their 
horizon to threaten their * 


To our Fettow LABORERS AND THE SAIxTS.—A happy, prosperous and 
peaceful New Year. We have much pleasure in expressing this heart-felt 
wish to our fellow-laborers, the Saints, and all who ey love the 10 
Jesus Christ. 

When we send our children to school, it is reasonable for us to expect’ an 
improvement. Is it not equally sensible to suppose that our Heavenly 
Father expects an improvement at our hands? As the years pass and we are 
developed into our man and woman-hood in Christ Jesus, should we not be- 
come more Christ-like, more charitable, loving and kind? In a revelation 
given May, 1829, He said: Behold I speak unto you, and also to all those 
who have desires to bring forth and establish this work, and no one can 
assist in this work, except he shall be humble and full of love, having faith, 
hope and charity, being temperate in all things, whatsoever shall be intrusted 
to his care.” Have we these characteristics? Would it not be well for us to 
examine ourselves individually and ask, what benefit has the Gospel been 
to me? What have I advanced in? Am I more spiritually minded? Do I 
enjoy the love of God?. Have I the principles of faith, hope and charity? 
Do not these virtues enhance our happiness, and make us more gentle, loving, 
longsuffering and kind in our dispositions; hence are they not very desirable? 

We are in a school—the school of experience—the object of which is to 
purify and improve us; and prepare us for the presence of the Father and the 
Son. Again, we have entered into the service of the Father, having promised 
to serve Him and keep His commandments. Do we fulfill this covenant! 
Now some boast as to the length of time they have been in the kingdom of 
God; well, what benefit has it been to them? or, what benefit have they 
been to the kingdom? These questions might sensibly be asked. We ask 
our children how they are progressiug at school, what are their studies and 
what advancement they are making. Would it not be prudent to review our 
own lives; to see what progress we are making in the science of theology, and 
what improvement there is in our character since we enlisted under the ban- 
ner of King Emmanuel? Christ said, in His day—and it is just as applicable 
to us now if we are His disciples—“ Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” 
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Again, Ve are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost it savour, 
wherewith shall it be salted?’ In our self examination we can determine 
whether or not we are as salt that has lost its savour, if so, surely we have 
need of repentance. 

Brethren from Zion, what are we sent here for? Is it not to seek out the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel, the honest in heart, call sinners to repentance 
and warn the people? Would the Lord have sent us here if all the honest 
were gathered, and there was no need of warning the others? We think not. 
There is a false impression in the minds of some that it is no use preachiog 
any more; the Gospel has been preached enough; the people are too much 
prejudiced to listen or investigate it; and apparently they do not want it. 
This is wrong. We must not suffer ourselves to be influenced by any such 
false impression, nor confine our labora to merely visiting a few Saints and 
neglect to warn the people unto whom we are sent. This is entirely wrong. 
There are thousands of honest hearted people, who, if they could be taught 
properly and have an understanding of this work, would gladly embrace it 
and be as valiant for the testimony of Jesus as we dare be; and who would 
not be ashamed of being known as the true disciples of Jesus Christ. Noone 
need be ashamed of being a Latter-day Saint, unless he is not living its holy 
principles, then he might be, but those who have embraced the truth for the 
love of it, and truly love God and delight to keep His commandments, may 
justly be proud of their connection with His Church. The Latter-day Saints 
are not a wicked people because their enemies vilify them and say all manner 
of evil concerning them. If the inhabitants of the earth prefer a lying testi- 
mony to the truth, that will be to their disadvantage and condemnation; we 
cannot help that, It is our business to be faithful for the testimony of Jesus. 
It is only a question of time when the people to whom we bear our testimony, 
whether they receive or reject it, will know that we are the true servants of 
God and that we have told them the truth. Then let all be earnest and dili- 
gent, waste not the precious time, but do our duty, patiently bearing the 
cross and scorning the reproach, seek diligently for the honest hearted, fervently 
praying to God to guide our footsteps, and give us grace to win souls to Him, 
such as shall eternally be saved. Let not the Saints become lukewarm. Be 
zealous, be faitdful, live the principles of the Gospel; sustain the cause of 
God by your faith, prayers and works, that you may grow in righteousness 
and in the knowledge of God. Shun the very appearance of evil, knowing 
that the pure in heart alone shall see God; so conform to His will and course 
of life, that you may secure the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, without which 
no one can overcome and endure unto the end. Start in the New Year with 
a firm resolve to improve, trust in God for grace, and His blessings are sure; 
for He delights to bless His trusting, obedient children. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 
— 
Briguton.—By letter from Elders George Miller and John Briggs, we 
learn they are busily warning the people and preaching the Gospel to them, 
that they may be left without an excuse, They had baptized three, and ex- 
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‘pected to baptize two more members into the Church. There were others 
investigating, but the people generally are indifferent as regards the Gospel of 
the Son of God. The brethren are not at all discouraged, knowing the pro- 
phecies of the Scriptures are bound to be fulfilled, and the people eventually 
made to know that the glad message offered to them so cheaply is true, 
and their rejection of it will be to their own hurt. 

Lonpon.—From a very interesting letter from Brother W. Goalen, we 
learn that Elder M. B. Shipp had, through Brother Goalen’s influence, deli- 
vered a very interesting lecture before the Lord Palmerston Lodge of the 
Sons of the Phoenix Total Abstinence Society, in their Hall at New Kent 
Road, London. Brother W. Goalen writes as follows: 

“The congregation was called to order by the chairman (Mr. Warwicker), 
and after the usual opening exercises, he introduced Dr. Shipp, who pro- 
_eveded to deliver his address on the subject of the temperance question 
among the Mormons.“ He alluded to the vital importance of the temper- 
ance question, aud the deep interest the Latter-day ‘Saints took in the sub- 
ject. He had traveled hundreds of miles in the beautiful Territory of Utah, 
visiting villages, towns and cities without seeing a dramshop or fan’ individual 
under the influence of liquor. With the exception of some of the larger rail- 
road towns which have a mixed population, no drinking saloons are found 
among that people. The rising generation in Utah are taught to leave all in- 
toxicating drinks alone, and the moral ‘influence of that people is sufficiently 
strong that, as a rule, there are thousands of young people growing up in 
those beautiful valleys of the mountains who have beet total abstainers fromthe 
use of intoxicants all their lives. 

“The Latter-day Saints are an industrious, contented, virtuous and temper- 
ate people. Dr. Shipp then read the following extract from a letter pub- 
lished in the Blue Ribbon Gospel Temperance Chronicle, written by a Mr. 
Glover, a non“ Mormon:” ‘ What I deplore is that ‘Mormons,’ Maories, and 
others with whom I came in contact, seemed to have a clearer conception of 
the terrible evils of the liquor traffic than do our Christian population. Hence 
we have to confess whilst no ‘Mormon’ would keep a liquor saloon, and the 
Maories to-day in the King country of New Zealand are praying a Christian 
government not to force the sale of liquor upon them, so-called Christian 
people are making drink, taking drink, and selling drink to the moral, social 
and spiritual injury of everybody around. I have not the slightest sympathy 
with any vices amongst the Mormons,’ or anybody else. I do not believe in 
polygamy at all, still I maintain these people are thrifty, eober and indus- 
trious, and that the desert in which they settled has been transformed, com- 
paratively speaking, into a garden. In addition to ‘temperance, dur politi- 
cians may learn much from the ‘Mormon’ settleménts to help them in their 
efforts to settle the great land question now agitating our own country.’ 

“Thus we see the religionists do not seem to attach that importance to the 
temperance question that it should demand, and intelligent men like Mr. 
Glover could see something more praiseworthy in the Latter-day | Saints 
than in the Ohristian populations in regard to temperance. 

Dr. Shipp then éxplained the physiological action of alcohol upon thé Vital 
organs, showing its damaging and ruinous effects, attended by premature loss 
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of their funotional powers, resulting in early decay. How different the con- 
dition of the people of this great city of London would be, what an addition 


to their comfort and the doing away of so much crime and distress, if the: 


drink-traffic was abolished! 

“The baneful effects of the use of tobacco, which is so commonly indulged 
in, needed our careful consideration. We can only use it at the expense of 
our health. By the inhalation of the hot fumes of the poisonous weed into 
the delicate air cells of the lungs, the foundations of pulmonary troubles and 
other diseases are silently laid by the unconscious young smoker, and could 
he but truly realize what he was doing, he would throw his cigarette to the 
winds. 

“Doubtless many wonder why the Latter-day Saints should leave their 
native land and the graves of their fathers, and gather to the Rocky Moun- 
tains. It shows on the very face of it that there must be some strong incen- 
tive working that impels them to perform so long and tedious a journey, and 
separate themselves from their country and kindred. John the Revelator, 
looking down through the dim vista of ages, with his mind lit up by the fires 
of inspiration, saw the time when the Church of Christ would be in apostasy; 
and when God in His mercy would restore the everlasting Gospel for the 
benefit of mankind. The angel that John saw flying through the midst of 
heaven, having the everlasting Gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the 
earth, has come. He has already appeared and committed unto Joseph 
Smith,.an unlettered youth, the kays and powers of the.Gospel prior to the 
destruction of the wicked, and the establishment of righteousness and peace. 
The Elders of Israel have gone forth in accordance with the mandate of hea- 
ven, with this important message as foretold in the prophecy recorded in the 
18th chapter of, Revelations, 4th verse: And I heard another voice from 
heaven saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her 
sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.’ There is a mighty work being 
accomplished, and a people being prepared for the second coming of Christ. 

“Dr. Shipp then lifted up an earnest warning voice to the people, he said 
that the predictions uttered by Malachi centuries ago were about to be ful- 
filled: ‘ For behold the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and alli the 
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble; and the day that 
cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch.’ And again: ‘Behold I will send you Elijah the 
Prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord; and 
he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the 
children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.’ Tha 
Prophet has appeared, and the work predicted by him is now being accom- 
plished. 

At the conclusion of the address the chairman expressed in unmeasured 
terms the great pleasure with which they had listened to Dr. Shipp, and 
hoped they would be favored again with his presence, for his address had 
been very interesting and instructive; and then Mr. Ashley moved that we 
give a hearty vote of thanks to Dr. Shipp for the very able ‘and instructive 
address he had delivered to them to-night,’ seconded. by Mr. Crumwell. The 


Hall was crowded, chiefly with the industrious, hard-working class of totale 
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abstainers. At their solicitation Dr. Shipp accepted another invitation to 
lecture on the following Sunday evening at a joint session of two lodges in a 
much larger Hall, and I have no doubt he will have a crowded house to hear 
him.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


— 


ple. Soldiers and horsemen were 
ragon flying slowly in a southwestly 
direction. T sew nothing of it, but 


THE WORK IN PALESTINE. 
Jaffa, Palestine, Dec. 13, 1886. 
President D. H. Wells. 
Dear Brother,—The Gospel is gain- 


ing favor and some believers in differ- 
ent parts of this land. Many oppor- 
tunities for preaching were offered 
during my last travels. In Asdod the 
Arabs listened with great attention, as 
they claim to see in the advent of 
“Mormonism” among them some of 
the prophecies of the Koran fulfilled. 
They treated me kindly, and I was 
unmolested, although I traveled alone 
and on foot, and some times in the 
night, from Jaffa to Gaza, then back 
to Asdod; thence to Jaffa and Jeru- 
salem, and back to Jaffa. In some 
instances, Arabs offered me food on 
the road, and a ride on a camel’s back. 
In Sarona the opportunity was given 
by the German leaders to preach to a 
large number of men and women. 
InJerusalem the leaders of the Temple 
Society treated me very gentlemanly; 
re spoke also with esteem of Geo, 
A. Smith, who was there in 1872. 
Not far from Jaffa wonderful signs 
were seen one afternoon by many peo- 


many people maintain that they saw 
the wonders, 

To-day I start for Beirout, in Syria. 
I have some letters of introduction to 
parties living there. From Beirout I 
shall return to Haifa, where I hope 
to find news from the brethren. 


Two preachers, in Haifa, fought 
bitterly against the Gospel; one called 
me a child of the devil, and ordered 


me, in the name of Jesus Christ, to 
leave the room. Both of them soon 
ran themselves into such contradic- 
tions, both with reasen and the Bible, 
that those present could easily see 
where the truth was. But it turned 
out that the truth was not exactly the 
thing — wanted, hence they chose 
error rather than truth. Still the 
Gospel is — some ground, slowly 
but steadily; and for this, and all the 
blessings of God, who is as true in 
Asia as in America, I rejoice. 
Truly your brother, 
J. Srohl. 


— 


UTAH NEWS. 
- 
(Summarized from Territorial Papers. ) 
Elder George Nebeker, of the Nineteenth Ward, Salt Lake City, an old 


and valued citizen, is dead. 


Secretary Thomas, of Utah Territory, has been appointed to a seat in the 
Utah Commission, vice Senator Paddock, who, it is thought, bas resigned. 
Deputies Pratt and Vandercook called at the Gardo House, Thursday, Dec. 


9th, leaving a paper relative to a contested will case, issued to President 


Taylor by the County Court, of Millard County. 
The High Council of Salt Lake Stake of Zion have passed a resolution 
requiring the Bishops to use greater diligence in training the youth of Israel 
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in the duties of their calling in the lesser Priesthood, and to employ more 


care in recommending men to receive the higher Priesthood. 


The report of the Salt Lake City Sexton, for the month of November, as 
compared with the month’ previous, shows there was a decided falling off; the 
city being remarkably free from contagious diseases. ä 


The work of laying a foundation for the new union depot, at Ogden, is 
going steadily on. There are at present three crews of masons, several stone- 
cutters and a number of other laborers engaged. 


Edwin Beckstead, of South Jordan, was rabbit hunting, Dec. 6, when the 
gun of a companion was accidentally discharged. A portion of the charge 
took effect in Beckstead’s head, face and neck, from which he died the same 
evening. 


The ore and bullion shipments from Utah, for the week, ending December 
IIth, were as follows: 20 cars bullion, 507,005 pounds; 9 cars silver ore, 
282,560 pounds; 20 cars lead ore, 582,320 pounds; 9 cars copper ore, 249,800 
pounds. 


Father Daniel Corbett, of the Second Ward, Salt Lake City, and whet is in 
his eightieth year and very feeble, as might be expected at his age, was 
arrested by a valiant deputy marshal on the charge of unlawful cohabitation. 
And yet they say it is not persecution. 


All residents of Provo, Utah County, over fifty years of age, were invited 
to a grand dinner in the Fourth Ward Meeting House on the 15th of December. 
Nephi, Juab County, and other cities send similiar accounts of their generous 
treatment of the old folks. God bless them. 


The case of Angus M. Cannon, President of the Salt Lake Stake of Zion, 
was dismissed on the 15th ult. for lack of evidence. Several instances of this 
character have occurred lately because men have been arrested on the vaguest 
rumors, that they were living in violation of the law. 


Moonshse, writing from Beaver, Dec. 9th, says: “The charge of Judge 
Boreman was a slanderous production, accusing the ‘Mormons’ of disobedience 
to law on the religious plea. He said that might include houses of ill-fame, 
murder and other crimes, and religion. He also asserted that the ‘Mormons’ 
taught their children perjury to save the fathers from prison.” And this is a 
specimen of the judges sent to represent the law in Utah; he is a sectarian, 
professes to believe in the Bible, and sometimes preaches (). 


The Beaver dispatch to the Deseret News says: “Three deputy marshals 
made an excursion to Pine Creek, thirty miles north of Beaver, and arrested 
Philo Farnsworth, Sen., bringing him and six members of his family before 
Commissioner Wilkins last evening. Mary, the supposed plural wife, to- 
gether with the other witnesses, testified that the defendant had not lived 
with her for six years. The Commissioner, in summing up the evidence, 
stated that it looked as though the defendant had two wives, but the facts did 
not bear it out. The defendant was discharged. This proceeding cost the 
government at least $75.” And so the persecution still goes on. 
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